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By CurteOda,B.S.W.
Adult Friendsfor Youth

Clinical Specialist

ChairMartin andMembersoftheCity Council ofHonolulu,I amhereto testify in supportof
Bill 11(2014),CD2 which will Grantsin Aid to financiallysupportAdult Friendsfor Youth

I amwriting aboutBill 11 CD 2 which is grantingaidfor Adult FriendsforYouth. I have
workedatAdult FriendsforYouth for thepastyearandhavedonemy internshipat AFY before
beinghired.I amwriting in supportofBill 11 CD 2 becauseofthe impactthat AFY hashadon
theclientsand communitiesofthe areasthatwework at. I haveseenthetransformationofthe
clientsduringmytenureatAFY andhaveseentheimpactthatAFY hason theirlives. Wehave
workedin thecommunitiesformanyyearsandarewell respectednot only by ourclientsbutby
otherswho live in thosecommunities.I frequentlyhavepeoplethankusfor thehelpandsupport
thatweprovideandtheclientshavesaidthatwearesuchabig partoftheir lives. Theschools
haveconstantlysaidthat theydo not knowwhat theywould do without usaswehavemadea
substantialimpactthroughoutthewhole school.

All ofthis is only possiblethroughthesupportthatwe receivefrom othersandI cansee
how helpingAFY would alsohelpthecommunities.This is why I amin supportofBill 11 CD 2
asit is an investmentwithin the communitiesofOahu.Wewill continueto striveandprovide
ourservicesbutweonly cando sowith theproperfunding andaid. With thefundingthat AFY
will receivewecancontinueourservicesandtouchevenmoreyounglives in ourisland.We are
helping thosewho desperatelyneedsupportandguidance.Afy is suchan importantpartof our
communitiesaswitnessedby thetransformationsofourclients.
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